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When you get those first few days of warm weather in early spring,
you just can’t wait to get outside and get your hands dirty. It’s
like the feeling we had as children at Christmastime, waiting in
anticipation for what’s next….and for us right now that’s SUMMER!

-TheAgMag

As our outside living starts warming up, everyone seems to be
happier, friendlier, and, at the end of the day, feeling that “good
tired” from the chores we are now doing in the springtime fresh
air. Our farmers are busy getting their fields ready, and some
have already begun planting for this year’s fall harvest. It’s the
farmers who know best. “What you do in the spring comes out in
the fall.” The rest of us are weeding our gardens, cutting grass, and
landscaping, and some of us are even trying our hand at growing
our own food. There is nothing quite like making a dinner salad
fresh from your own garden. Not only does it taste great, but it’s
quite a proud accomplishment and it gives us a better insight on all
the work that goes into farming.
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We hope you enjoy this year’s issue of The AgMag and BIG
THANKS go out to all of our advertisers, contributing writers, and
our photographer. It is their support that makes this publication
possible.
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We wish everyone a safe, healthy, and bountiful season.
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Oaks Retirement Villiage
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Grow Your Own Salad
In the Ground or On Your Patio

On your mark, get set…..GROW!
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Sincerely,

You Are Not A Number, We 		
Know You By Your Name
Howard Mutual Insurance Company

Andrew Thiel, President
Mark Requena, VP / Website Development / Photographer
Andrew Fraser, IT Specialist
Lisa Persyn, Graphic Designer
Candice Cottingham, Graphic Designer
Locally
Nancy Schlereth, Sales Manager
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100%

Reliable Top Brands 			
Available at COP

	
Chatham Outdoor Power

Grown

Abstract Marketing Inc.
Designed and Supported by
CK Residents and Businesses.

It’s Coming to Chatham-Kent
in September 2018
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designed | developed | printed
in Chatham-Kent

Over Winter Carrots
Nature’s Finest Produce Ltd.
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Local Beef Direct from the Farm
	
Buis Beef
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Providing Coverage Since 1888
Kent & Essex Mutual Insurance Company
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Open to Contractors and the
Public!
Pebbles Gravel & Topsoil Inc.

Continuing to Partner with
Ultrapure DEF Supplier
Waddick Fuels
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Work Wear & Casual Wear		
Dover Duds

website | design | marketing
216 King St. W Upper., Chatham, ON N7M 1E6 | 519.397.4444 | info@abstractmarketing.ca

Reproduction of editorial content, graphic materials, advertisements in whole or in
part is prohibited without permission.
If you have any comments on this publication or if you are interested in advertising in
our next “The AgMag”, please contact us at info@abstractmarketing.ca
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MEET GUSHe is a 9 year old quarter horse, used
for working cattle and roping, as well
as lessons.
Photography by Krystle VanRoboys
www. krystlevanroboys.ca
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Marketing and Agronomy Tips
for your Wheat Crop
Thompsons Limited
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The AgMag...
	
Grows On
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“Finish each day and
be done with it.
Tomorrow is a new day;
begin it well”
-Ralph Waldo Emerson
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Have a great planting,
growing and harvesting year!

We Raise Sunken Concrete
SLABJACKING | CRACK INJECTION | WATERPROOFING
WALL REINFORCING | FOUNDATION REPAIRS

www.soulliereconcrete.com | soulliereconcretesystems@on.aibn.com

519.360.9657
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Submitted Photo

I remember volunteering for that Match. I can’t really
remember what I did, but I recall the entire site and the number
of people there was huge. There is a marker commemorating
this event at the corner of Highway # 40 South and Maynard
Line. To the right is a picture of a recent International Plowing
Match and Rural Expo. You can see the expanse of the site,
and this is only one of the many parts of the IPM. This is
referred to as the “Tented City” where many of the activities
and vendors are located.
So what impact does hosting an International Plowing Match
and Rural Expo have on the local community? I asked two
people who played key roles in the 1979 International Plowing
Match hosted by Kent County.

INTERNATIONAL PLOWING
MATCH AND RURAL EXPO

Frank Vercouteren was the Chair of the 1979 IPM and had this to share. “The Kent County Plowing Match is an event held annually in different
areas. It is an event that is wanted in most areas and is known for the people it can draw and the chance to showcase your community to all
who attend.

It’s coming to Chatham-Kent
in September 2018

It must be understood the 1979 IPM was not just the week of the event, but several publicity events which were held to promote it. The
Tented City was approximately 100 acres alone, which was supplied with running water consisting of approximately 4 kilometers of plastic
pipe with pressure and hydro lines to service the events. All of this and much more had to be in place before the event.
From the desk of: Mr. Kim Cooper, Economic Development Officer
Agriculture Specialist, Municipality of Chatham-Kent

Above Image: Krystle VanRoboys Photography
www.krystlevanroboys.ca

If you haven’t heard by now, the International Plowing Match and Rural
Expo (IPM) will be coming to Chatham-Kent in September of 2018. To
be named the host for the Plowing Match was quite a process. Carl and
Rob Sterling and their families were instrumental in bringing the 2018
Match to Chatham-Kent, so we are thankful to them and to many others
who volunteered hundreds of hours and much effort to get the IPM to
Chatham-Kent.
Now the rest of the work begins in making the 2018 International Plowing
Match and Rural Expo a huge success. Here is the official logo for our
2018 IPM. I believe this logo shows the colours, concepts, and who we
are here in Chatham-Kent.
Plowing Matches have been part of our agricultural history in Ontario for well over a century. In the early
days they were sponsored by agricultural societies, the first farm groups to be established.
History records that in 1846 when the first provincial exhibition was held in the city of Toronto, a special
feature of the event was a Plowing Match. It took place on a farm on Yonge Street in the vicinity of St.
Clair Avenue.
These Matches not only gave farmers an opportunity to display their skill in the handling of a walking
plow, but to show the fine teams of horses, many of which were imported or were from imported stock.
The Ontario Plowmen’s Association (OPA) is the parent host of the International Plowing Match
and Rural Expo. Each year the OPA partners with a Local Plowing Association to organize and host
the IPM. The International Plowing Match and Rural Expo is a sanctioned member of the North
American Farm Show Council. As such, it maintains the highest standards set by the Council.
The organization of a Provincial Association in 1911 gave life to branches all across the province.
The numbers grew until today we have 49 local plowing groups affiliated with the parent body:
the Ontario Plowmen’s Association. The OPA has a board of directors each representing a branch
association.
The first International Plowing Match and Rural Expo to be held in the former Kent County was
in October of 1919. To the left is a poster from that event.
The second IPM to be held here was in September of 1979, and that was the last time this area
hosted the event.

As well, close to 1,000 acres, which were used in the 1979 IPM, were all prepared for parking, plowing competition, and other related events.
In 1979, over 150,000 attended the event in Kent County and it took over 300 volunteers working with various IPM related events. This
created a strong feeling in the community to make it the best IPM we could showcase to these visitors.
It took our local IPM executive much time to convince the Ontario Plowman’s Association that Kent County was the best location for the
event. We told them Kent County was surrounded by the lakes and we could draw a large attendance. What did happen was that the 1979
IPM was recorded as having the second highest attendance in the history of the match.
Photo Credit:
Krystle VanRoboys Photography
www.krystlevanroboys.ca

“For myself
it was a lot of
planning and many
late nights,
but in the end
it was worth it...”

All these annual IPM events are not alike,
as each county has their own special
events which draw people to it, and it
is up to each of the local committees to
advertise their community.
The 1979 IPM in Kent County resulted in
numerous community benefits, including
all local hotels and motels and parks
being booked months before the event
took place.
To make this event happen, much work
took place years before the event date
with smaller events to promote the
actual IPM. Kent County gained a lot and
displayed all the good areas and cropped
land we have. This event attracted
busloads of visitors from the U.S.A. which
was not really expected. This was due to
the hard work of our committees, which
toured our IPM float to many areas from
Windsor to Sarnia, as well as conducting
many radio interviews and promotions.

For myself it was a lot of planning and many late nights, but in the end it was worth it all for us and for our community. I look forward to the
IPM event in 2018, as we already have many volunteers who are quite enthusiastic about making this the best IPM event ever.”
Barry Fraser was the General Secretary of the 1979 IPM. Here is what Barry had to say. “When the 2018 Chatham-Kent International Plowing
Match and Rural Expo arrives it will be 39 years since the 1979 match. That Match’s paid attendance was just short of 130,000 and an estimated
total attendance of 150,000, including volunteers, over the 5 days in late September with perfect weather. Total paid parking for vehicles
was 39,000.
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Photos courtesy of:
Ontario Plowmen’s Association
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In addition to the 100-acre Tented City just south of Chatham on Highway #40 at Kent Centre there were 700 acres devoted to the Match.
Major co-operators were the OPP, the Kent Boards of Education, the Chatham Police, Chatham Hydro, the Firefighter ’s Association, a wide
range of Service Clubs, Churches, Boy Scouts, the Rod & Gun Clubs, St John’s Ambulances, the local, regional, and national media, and, of
course, the exhibitors, local food services, and vendors.
In total there were 21 committees, all of which were formed and ready to operate about 18 months prior to the match. Total expenditures
of these committees were $225,000 with $401,000 total gate. Net proceeds were divided between the Ontario Plowmen’s Association and
local association programming, many of which netted additional proceeds for providing needed services.
As did the event in 1979, the one in 2018 has the real opportunity to offer great stimulus for success with the co-operative efforts of literally
hundreds, if not thousands, of C-K residents, both rural and urban, who will make new friends working side by side.
It was indeed the largest collective one-time event ever to be staged in Chatham Kent back in 1979. The Match again has the potential for
success in 2018!”
Here in Chatham-Kent, we do have the volunteers and leadership to make the 2018 International Plowing Match and Rural Expo the best
event to date. But to accomplish this will take dedicated people, groups, and organizations pulling together. Our community has done it in
the past and we can do it again.

-2010-

-20
15-

Kim Cooper has been married to his lovely wife Jill for 40 years. They have four amazing children who
married four great spouses, and so far, have been blessed with six adorable grandchildren (ages 6, 5, 5, 3,
3, 7 months). Kim is a 1975 Ridgetown College graduate in the “Agriculture Production and Management”
course and then attended the University of Guelph for the next two years.
Kim has worked for M. J. Smith, W. G. Thompson, the Ontario Soybean Growers, and Southwest Ag
Partners. Kim is presently working for the Municipality of Chatham-Kent’s Economic Development
Services as their Agricultural Specialist. He is involved in a great number of ag-related organizations and
committees and writes a weekly agricultural column for the local media.
Kim is also an ordained minister and is the former pastor at Dover Centre Church.

You can follow Kim Cooper on

To make the 2018 IPM the success it can be, we need you. If you would like to volunteer, send an e-mail to: ipm2018volunteers@gmail.com
On behalf of the organizing committee of the 2018 IPM, thank you for whatever part you will play in making this an event we will remember
here in Chatham-Kent for decades to come.
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@theAGguy
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LUNDY INSURANCE INC.
Since 1991

Proudly serving the rural
and urban communities of
Chatham-Kent since 1991

This family business has been
serving the farm and agribusiness of Chatham-Kent
for the past 25 years. They
understand the insurance
needs of their clients, as all
of their staff were born and
raised on farms and still live
in the rural community.
Farming is the economic background of Chatham-Kent and it is
their goal to make sure the risks that their clients face are managed
in a cost effective manner.
“Farming insurance is our specialty! We look forward to serving the
needs of the future agri-business managers for years to come.”
- The Lundy Family

The new Oaks Retirement
Village is the most active
senior community in
Chatham-Kent!
• Plenty of seasonal outdoor activities
and Garden Club
• Complimentary Shuttle Service
• Games Room, Fitness Centre, Swimming Pool
• Choice of organized outings
• Spacious New Suites
• Delicious meals - Multiple choices everyday
• Full care 24/7

Limited number of suites left available!

Contact Jim, Jane, Brenda, Dan or Sarah
for a no obligation quote

Call Ben today for a tour: (519) 627-9292
Email: bcarter@oaksrv.ca

519.352.6720
jimlundy@kent.net

336 St.Clair St. | Chatham, ON N7L 3K1

or check out our website

80 McNaughton Ave., Wallaceburg, ON (519) 627-9292

We are Proud to be locally-owned!

www.oaksretirementvillage.ca
Happy, Healthy, Safe

www.lundyinsuranceinc.com

THE WEDNESDAY MARKET

OAKS RETIREMENT VILLAGE

A great place to shop

Proudly owned by members of the local agriculture community

Every Wednesday, winter, spring, summer, and fall (rain or shine),
from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm, the Chatham Sales Arena becomes “The
Wednesday Market!”

Once it is time to pass the family farm business along to the next generation of farmers, the decision of whether to stay on the farm or move
to a retirement community becomes necessary. If you are making the decision to move off the farm and to join a community where healthy
meals, social activity, and medical services are available, then consider a move to Oaks Retirement Village. Join the community owned and
built by local farmers. At Oaks Retirement Village you can know that a majority of the foods you eat are locally sourced.

The market offers everything from fresh-cut meats, baked goods,
cheeses, and deli meats to fresh fruits and vegetables. You’ll find
all kinds of crafts, giftware, jewellery, clothing, furniture, tools, and
so much more. Vendors come from as far as Toronto to provide this
wonderful shopping experience to Chatham-Kent, all under one
roof. The really great thing is…..at The Wednesday Market, you can
even try to bargain for your bargain!

OVER 180 VENDOR BOOTHS TO SHOP!

Inside the market you will also find the market restaurant which
serves breakfast and lunch every Wednesday. It’s become a regular
weekly meeting spot for many to catch up with friends, grab a
coffee, and share their shopping treasures with each other.
The Wednesday Market is located on Hwy.2 about two kilometres
east of Chatham, and there is plenty of parking. If you’d like any
further information you can call 519.351.9688.

See you Wednesday!
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A Great Place to Shop!
LOCATED ON HWY. #2 (2 MILES EAST OF CHATHAM)

519.351.9688 | www.chathamfarmersmarket.ca

Here you can rest or stay active in our community designed to provide choice and independence. Enjoy time working on our garden
activities, join a card club, or attend one of our happy hours. If you prefer, you can simply relax in your own private spacious suite. Our private
suites each include a kitchenette equipped with a refrigerator/freezer and microwave. Suites include a three piece bathroom complete with
walk-in shower and all suites include in-suite temperature controlled heating and cooling systems. No need to worry about additional costs
of internet, cable, and phone services as each are included in the monthly costs. All levels of service, from dining to housekeeping, care, and
activities have been designed with our residents’ needs in mind, all built into one inclusive and competitive price. Enjoy our pool, theatre
room, bistro, fitness centre, library, salon, craft room, fireplace lounge, or country kitchen. Our outings, day trips, and complimentary shuttle
bus, as well as our numerous daily activities, makes us Chatham-Kent’s most active senior community.

Leave your worries behind and let Oaks Retirement Village
take care of everything! Our growing community promotes health,
independence, and a retirement lifestyle our residents deserve.
Interested in stopping by for a visit? Come on in or just give us a call, we are always eager to show off the warm, comfortable environment
and welcoming atmosphere that awaits at Oaks Retirement Village. Our commitment to offering the very best retirement living has resulted
in our community filling fast, with only a few spacious suites remaining. Don’t delay, inquire today!

Happy, Healthy, Safe
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YOUNG WOMEN IN AGRICULTURE
5 Questions

FOR KRYSTLE VANROBOYS (COVER PHOTOGRAPHER)

T heresa Buis is the fourth generation of the local Buis Beef cattle farming family. While still working part-time on the

“When deciding on where to attend post secondary education, I decided to follow my creative side and go to art school; I attended
Sheridan College in Oakville. My intentions of moving to Toronto after graduating changed very quickly after doing a placement
there; the big city just wasn’t for me. I moved back to Chatham that summer with plans to move out west to Calgary, AB that fall. In
the meantime I helped out with cucumbers that summer before making the move.

“I grew up my whole life on a fourth generation cattle ranch in Chatham-Kent where we raise beef cattle and grow a variety of crops.
After high school I moved to Alberta on my own and graduated with a diploma from a two year Equine Science program at Olds College.
I then moved out to British Colombia for a few months to work on a ranch, but was forced to return home for surgery after a knee injury.
Since I was not able to ride for a few months I started an equine business in the summer of 2014 coaching riding lessons to pay bills. Once
recovered, my business grew quickly to include training and boarding.

It went from plans of living in “Cowtown” for six months to it being three years. I found it extremely easy to love it out there, I
worked with a photography company that specialized in livestock shows and rodeos, travelling all over North America. That’s when
it all started falling into place for me, and the realization that I wanted my family’s farm operation to be a part of my every day life
and focusing on agriculture photography allows me to do both. There’s no doubt about it, I love what I do.

I was then able to put myself through school once again and completed two years at Ridgetown College, obtaining my Agriculture
diploma. With a lot of hard work and dedication I purchased a 70 acre farm in the spring of 2015. I am still working with my father part
time on his ranch down the road where I plan to take over in the future with my brother and keep it flourishing for generations to come.”

When you’re exposed to something your entire life it becomes part of you, and without it feels like something is missing, and for me that was
exactly the case. I wasn’t always certain I wanted to work in agriculture, it took me moving across the country to really figure out what I wanted my career to be.
After gaining experience off the farm in Alberta; working as a western photographer, I knew I needed my family’s farm to be a part of my everyday life, as well as
photography, and being so passionate about agriculture, specializing in agriculture photography is a natural fit for me.

T heresa - I have had a very strong passion for agriculture from a young age. My mother always had a hard time getting me to come in from the barn and stay

out of the mud. I have tried working in different industries but none of them brought me the same joy that farming did. I would much rather be working a hard 16
hour day outside than sitting behind a desk any day. I love the fact that each day brings different challenges and find it very rewarding each time I overcome them.
AS A YOUNG ENTREPRENEUR, WHAT ADVICE CAN YOU OFFER TO OTHER YOUNG WOMEN WHO ARE INTERESTED IN STARTING A BUSINESS
IN THE AGRICULTURAL WORLD?

Krystle -

Don’t be intimidated by the industry. Agriculture is the world’s largest, and even though the number of women in the industry is growing, it is still
very male dominated, but women have a lot to offer. Try not to limit yourself, give it your all, and when there is such a strong passion for the industry, it will come
naturally.

T heresa - My advice would be the same for both young men and women. Make sure that you do your homework, do not be afraid to question things that you
do not understand. You need to have a great deal of patience and confidence to work through the many challenges that you will face. I suggest finding a solid and
reliable mentor, or a few of them, to turn to when you are struggling. Keep an open mind and be willing to shadow others in the industry to see different perspectives
and learn a variety of techniques. Everyone you meet has something to teach you; be willing to learn and always look for ways to improve.
3

family farm, Theresa owns and operates her own business “Beyond the Trail!”

T heresa -

WITH ALL THE CHOICES YOU COULD HAVE MADE FOR YOUR FUTURE, WHY AGRICULTURE?

Krystle -

2

THERESA BUIS (PICTURED ON THE COVER)

Krystle VanRoboys

lives and breathes agriculture, working full time on her family’s farm (which farms cash crops
and processing vegetables) along with being a professional agriculture photographer.

1

&

WHO WAS YOUR BIGGEST MENTOR GROWING UP?

Krystle - My mom. She’s amazingly creative. She always has a project on a go, eagerly trying new things and constantly challenging herself with major DIY
projects. She has shown me the importance of being fully involved in each project and seeing it through from start to finish. She, along with my dad, has shown me
what good work ethics are, which is key to success in agriculture.

My father has always been the main man that I look up to. The amount of patience and passion that he demonstrates towards agriculture is
astonishing. He is always looking for innovative ideas to improve productivity with a positive impact on all aspects of the operation. He has always had a strong
push for education and encourages me to keep an open mind. I have learned from him that there is always room for improvement. If an opportunity knocks, step
out of your comfort zone and take it. Regardless of the outcome, you will learn and grow stronger because of it.
4

IN YOUR OPINION WHAT IS THE BIGGEST CHALLENGE FOR YOUNG WOMEN WHO CHOOSE TO MAKE A LIVING IN AGRICULTURE?

Krystle - To be looked at equally as a man in agriculture, I find I may have to prove myself a little more, but I don’t let it get in the way. It takes passion and
drive to stay on track, and to keep up. Strength can be an obstacle on the farm for some women but it is getting much easier with the advancing technologies we
have in the field or in the barns these days.
T heresa - Never, ever stop learning; your lack of knowledge and skills will hold you back if you do not strive to better yourself. Finances are the other major
challenge since land prices and other start-up costs are much higher than most industries. It is hard to get financing before you have any assets, let alone be taken
seriously because of your age and gender. You will need to have thick skin and a strong backbone to be able to work through the hardships that are going to follow.
5

GROWING UP ON A FARM, YOU WOULD HAVE EXPERIENCED THE PASSION INVOLVED IN WHAT AND HOW THINGS ARE DONE. IN YOUR
OPINION, WHAT ARE SOME OF THE POSITIVES AS WELL AS THE DIFFICULTIES YOU CAN FACE WHEN CHOOSING A CAREER IN AGRICULTURE?

Krystle - When working on a farm in particular, I’ve never looked at it as a job, it is indeed a lifestyle. What I love so much about it is that every day is different,

especially growing such a diverse mix of vegetable crops there are many different jobs to be done. Every new day brings a new challenge, a new thing to learn, and
a new mistake to learn from, keeping it interesting every day. The satisfaction of putting a seed in the ground and watching it produce a crop is an indescribable
feeling of accomplishment, and doing this all alongside my family and growing our farm for the next generation is something very special. Some of the difficulties
farming operations like ours face is being so dependent on the weather, along with sky rocketing land prices, but even still these obstacles keep us on our toes and
with any job comes difficulties, so when you love what you do it is worth it!

T heresa -

I find working in agriculture very rewarding, especially in the spring time when calves begin to drop and crops start to poke out of the ground. New
life is such a beautiful thing, it is an honour to experience it first hand and watch it grow. There is such a strong sense of pride and community in the agriculture
industry, being that we are responsible to feed the world. But it is far from being easy, working long consecutive hours in the fields, intense physical labour, high
operating costs, and seasonal pay make it undesirable for most people to be a part of. To farmers, it is not just a job, it is a way of life and I would not trade it for anything.

phot ography

THERESA BUIS

Chatham, Ontario
theresa.buis@hotmail.com
226.626.0936

“anything rural goes”

Agriculture | Commercial | Equestrian | Rodeo
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www.krystlevanroboys.ca

HORSE TRAINING | RIDING LESSONS | HORSE BOARDING
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GROW YOUR OWN SALAD
In the Ground or On Your Patio
Make sure you start out with good soil. Plant your plants once there is no more danger of
frost. Place them in an area that will get six to eight hours of sun each day. Water & feed!
Don’t let your space limit what you grow; with some imagination you can grow your own
salad!

GOOD TO KNOW!
Before digging in your garden,
rub your nails on a bar of soap
first. This way you won’t end
up with ground in dirt under
your nails and washing up
afterwards is much easier!

GROWING YOUR LETTUCE:
Yes, you can grow lettuce in a container. In fact many
people with limited garden space grow their own
lettuce. Loose leaf lettuces are better to grow in
containers. Lettuce depends on shallow watering to grow best. Remember plants in pots always need
more water than those in the ground. Always harvest your lettuce leaves from the outside.

GROWING YOUR PEPPERS:
Add some compost to a well-tilled bed or container (any kind of container is fine to use as long as it
has a drain hole), but keep in mind the container size will determine the end size of your plant, so five
gallons or larger really works best. Peppers favour full sun and warm soil.

AT HOWARD MUTUAL...
You Are Not A Number, We Know You
By Your Name
At Howard Mutual Insurance, our Agents still make house calls. They
will meet with you at your kitchen table, on the farm, or in the office,
you decide what works best for you. We have had the privilege
of providing personalized service and insurance protection for your
Farm, Home, Auto, and Business needs since 1892. We live, work,
and play in your community.
Our goal is to work together with our policyholders and Board of
Directors to provide protection, give back to our community, and
continue to generate refunds. There are not stockholders, only
policyholders.
When we earn a profit we give back an annual refund. Though
refunds are never guaranteed, Howard Mutual has provided a refund
to our policyholders for over 25 years! Become a policyholder and
discover the Howard Mutual difference by calling or stopping by one
of our branches or simply visiting our website, howardmutual.com

RIDGETOWN BRANCH
20 Ebenezer Street West
Ridgetown, ON N0P 2C0

1-866-931-2809

BLENHEIM BRANCH
45 James Street, Unit 5, Box 239
Blenheim, ON N0P 1A0

1-866-931-2809

GROWING YOUR TOMATOES:
Even if you have a good garden area for growing tomatoes, container planting works well too. Again,
start with a well-tilled bed or container. You will need a fairly good sized container (with good drainage)
and with that, you can grow some full sized tomato plants on your patio. Adding a companion plant
to your tomato garden is a good idea to ward off some diseases, and one to consider is the marigold.
Parsley can also be grown with your tomato plants; in fact it will help your tomato plants to grow more
vigorously.

GROWING YOUR GREEN ONIONS:
Growing onions in a container is much like growing them in the ground. Your container should be
at least 18”. You will need good soil, adequate drainage, good fertilizer, and plenty of light. Fill your
pot about half full then place your onion bulbs two inches apart (roots down). Pack some soil on top,
covering the bulb, and soon you will see the green onion peeping through.

OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT
Reliable top brands available at COP
Bill Schram, owner of COP (Chatham Outdoor Power), has worked
in this industry since 1974. Still in grade eight, Bill would work on
Saturdays and after school. “This is the only job I have ever worked
at, and I honestly still love,” says Bill.
Having moved to their current location in January 2000, Bill employs
two full-time factory-trained technicians who have been with him
ten plus years, one seasonal part-time, and the occasional co-op
student.
Consistently, for the past 40 years, Bill has sold the top brands: Toro,
Lawn Boy, Stihl, and Briggs & Stratton. Through the years, Bill has
achieved a great knowledge & history of the brands, the parts,
and the service. Bill offers the same top quality outdoor power
equipment for which he stocks a full parts department.
Stop by anytime for all your Outdoor Power Sales, Parts, and
Service Needs!
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NATURE’S FINEST PRODUCE LTD.

WADDICK FUELS

Over Winter Carrots

Continues to partner with Ultrapure
DEF Supplier

Jason & Kevin Stallaert

Brothers Jason and Kevin
Stallaert love farming. They
grew up on a tomato farm
in the Chatham-Kent region of
southern Ontario; in 1994, both left
careers in the trades to return to it. “We have some of the best farmland
in Canada around here,” says Jason, “as well as the longest growing season of
anywhere in the country.”
What they didn’t love was how the farming industry was set up in their area. If
farmers wanted to grow anything besides tomatoes, for which the processing
plants were nearby, they had to ship their freight almost 350 kilometres to
the warehouses north of Toronto that supply most grocery stores.
The brothers began growing carrots and onions, but with the cost of freight,
they could barely break even. In 2004, before “local” was even a buzzword,
they opened their own warehouse, Nature’s Finest Produce, in a former
tomato-canning plant in Pain Court.

One of the more recent products that NFP has brought to market in a big way, is their line of Over Winter Carrots. The carrots are left in the
ground over winter, and are insulated with 18 inches of straw. When harvested, usually around March, the extended time the carrots have
spent in the ground make them many more times sweeter then the average carrot. To
watch the video on how the process happens you can go to the NFP website at
naturesfinestproduce.ca or scan the QR code at the bottom of this article.
“I spoke to a person the other day who said, eating one of our Winter Carrots
reminded them of what carrots tasted like when they were a kid,” says Kevin
Stallaert. “We are really proud of our Winter Carrot line, but hearing comments
like that make the job that much more fun.”

Waddick Fuels has chosen to continue to partner with a premium
nationwide DEF supplier in North America. Our supplier recently
replaced the name - TerraCair UltraPure DEF with - UltraPure DEF
Delivered Nationwide. This new name will be noticeable on all the
package products and also on the side of our dedicated tri axle bulk
DEF truck that was on the road in April 2014. Waddick Fuels is proud
to carry and deliver the following UltraPure DEF products in:
• 9.46 L JUG
• 208 L DRUM
• 1,250 L TOTE
• BULK
Our four offices will continue to have a bulk storage container
where they can refill drums for customers. Waddick Fuels has also
expanded its supply of DEF equipment to carry multiple brands and
styles to fit all our customers’ needs.
To learn more about our UltraPure DEF products, equipment, and
pricing, please feel free to contact one of our sales staff listed below
to discuss your specific needs further.

Maurizio (Maui) Rizzo – Essex

Phone: 519.776.5248 | Cell : 519.965.6195
Al Langford – Petrolia
Phone: 519.882.2420 | Cell: 519.312.5832
Evan Merritt – Chatham
Phone: 519.354.0110 | Cell: 519.401.6086

Century - Regular

MEN | WOMEN | CHILDREN

THE RIGHT
CLOTHES FOR
THE JOB!

CLOTHING | BOOTS | SHOES

Tue - Fri: 10am - 5:30pm | Sat: 10am - 2pm | Closed: Sun & Mon

26662 Bear Line Road, Dover Centre | 519.355.1201

doverduds.com

WINTER CARROTS VIDEO!

Photography by: Florin Marksteiner

SERVICE

CHATHAM • ESSEX • BOTHWELL • PETROLIA

Featuring:
UltraPure DEF

www.waddickfuels.com

Dover Duds has your family covered

WORK OR PLAY.

WATCH OUR NEW

HOUR

EMERGENCY

WORK WEAR & CASUAL WEAR

naturesfinestproduce.ca
Pictured Below:
Isaac Janzen and Johan Dyck
Harvesting winter carrots, as seen
in the Over Winter carrot video

24

If you are looking for outdoor work wear clothing, then look no
further than Dover Duds - your Chatham-Kent work wear specialist!
Dover Duds is a family owned and run business located at 26662
Bear Line Road in Dover Centre. Judy and her staff carry the finest in
outdoor work wear for the whole family. You’ll get a great reception
upon entering this country store and feel extremely comfortable as
you browse around.
If you choose to wear Carhartt, then you’re wearing a legend as it
has been producing rugged outdoor wear since 1889. The Carhartt
name stands for the best in rugged outdoor clothing. If you’re
working outdoors in all weather conditions, then you are most likely
not a stranger to the Helly Hansen line. This clothing features fibrelock that traps body heat for extra warmth and rain gear to help
keep you dry.
For your feet, Red Wing Shoes provides insulated, waterproof
footwear giving you serious protection from Mother Nature. With
their Irish Setter Boot line you’ll also find exceptional underfoot
comfort and slip resistant soles. Both these shoes and boots provide
craftsmanship that lasts for years and are definitely made for more
than just walking!

For more information visit us at:
www.doverduds.com
or call: 519.355.1201
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Farm data revolution
What gets measured, gets managed.

THOMPSONS LIMITED:
MARKETING AND AGRONOMY TIPS FOR YOUR WHEAT CROP
Currency plays an important role
Ontario has planted one of the largest winter wheat crops in the past 10 years. The cool, wet falls of 2013 & 2014 did not provide much of an
opportunity to plant wheat in Ontario and many producers were anxious to get crop rotations back in order.
Markets are cyclical. The biofuel revolution drove prices to historically high values that created global acreage increases. As in all things,
when more is produced and supplies increase the effect on price is negative. At the height of demand wheat traded on CBOT at $13.34 (Feb
2008) and now, with world carryout’s increased and biofuel mandate increases behind us, there is a new market reality.

KNOWLEDGE
Your farm
knowledge and
experience

PROFIT

Currency plays an important role in Ontario basis values with the rule:
•
•

TECHNOLOGY

Farm operation
efﬁciency and
proﬁtability

Utilization of new
or existing
technology

BMP

MEASURE

Proven agronomy
& best
management
practices

Data
measurement
and
analytics

The lower the Canadian dollar against the US the higher the basis, and the higher the Canadian dollar against the US the lower the basis.
World currencies that are valued below the US dollar provide those countries a commodity price advantage. No one on earth is feeling
the pinch of low commodity prices more intensely than the US farmer.

MARKETING ALTERNATIVES

Thompsons Limited has various marketing alternatives that will help you manage your decisions and our knowledgeable and dedicated
staff can provide market intelligence to help you maximize your farm profitability.
Grain Market Orders are an effective way to help bring discipline to a selling strategy. Working with a Thompsons Ag Consultant to establish
reasonable price targets based on current conditions and placing a Grain Market Order will allow you to focus on the business of managing
your farm operation. Should the price hit your target a contract is automatically completed and if the market does not hit your price target
the Grain Market Order expires and there is no obligation on either party. Grain Market Orders can be used for bushels out of storage, off
farm and across multiple crop years.

AGRONOMY TIPS

It takes a combine 9 seconds to harvest enough wheat to make 70 loaves of bread. But how many more loaves of bread can we create in
that 9 seconds of harvest?
Wheat is a very responsive crop if it’s managed properly. There is a very large wheat crop in Ontario this year and our growers will be
rewarded by how much effort they put into managing their wheat crop.
Wheat responds very well when 10 lbs. per acre of sulfur is added into a nitrogen application. Sulfur is a key ingredient in the formation of
chlorophyll. Crops can not reach their full potential without it.

Measurement is the first step that leads to
improvement, but what are you measuring,
and why?
Many producers are collecting data without a clear
expectation of what they are measuring and how it
will bring value to their farm.
Taking time in the spring to consider what questions
you want answered with data, will help you make
planning, collection, and analysis relevant to your
farm.

Thompsons specialize in services that bring data
collection from theory to practical solutions and create
higher return for your farm operation.
•
•
•

Zone Soil Sampling
NDVI Imagery
Variable Rate Nutrient and Seeding Applications

Get your data working for you. Call your local
Thompsons branch today (800) 265-5225.

Yields will increase substantially in fields that previously showed signs of manganese deficiency, when manganese is applied.
Wheat and nitrogen go hand in hand. To grow a successful wheat crop, we recommend adding a base rate of 120 lbs. per acre of nitrogen when
applying a fungicide. Having efficient nitrogen through chlorophyll enables the plant to transfer energy from sunlight to photosynthesis,
which contributes to the growth of healthy plants.

COVER CROPS

Using cover crops after wheat harvest helps to protect the soil from erosion, adds organic matter, stimulates soil life, scavenges and retains
nitrogen, reduces compaction, and improves water-holding capacity.

SOIL SAMPLING

With higher wheat yields, implementing short term and long term strategies is important to effectively target the nutrient needs of your
crops. Soil sampling regularly and accurately after wheat harvest allows you to invest in the soil with the right amount of nutrients your
crops need to be successful.

Using planting, as-applied, and yield data will
provide important information to better identify
management opportunities and increase your bottom
line.
Thompsons Limited have trained professionals in data
analysis that will bring your data to life and provide
solutions on your farm.

Wheat is also very responsive to manganese applications. It will enhance the photosynthetic efficiency in your wheat plant. 2 lbs. per acre of
manganese can help the current crop but long-term strategies are needed to build productive soil.

NUTRIENT DECISIONS

Thompsons can help you achieve your nutrient targets through state of the art custom application equipment, experienced operators,
variable rate capabilities, and knowledgeable Certified Crop Advisors (CCA) on staff.

CROP PLANS

Thompsons has developed “MyCROPS”– a strategic crop management plan for wheat, as well as corn and soybeans, to effectively target
your crop’s nutritional and crop protection needs when they need it most from planting to harvest. Contact your local Thompsons elevator
today for more information on Grain Market Orders, Marketing Alternatives and Agronomy Solutions for your farm.

ThompsonsLimited.com
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KENT & ESSEX MUTUAL
INSURANCE COMPANY
Providing coverage since 1888
The Kent & Essex Mutual Insurance Company was formed in 1888
by a group of local farmers. They needed affordable fire insurance
so they joined together and formed their own mutual insurance
company. The policyholder paid his own premium and if there
were claims against the company each farmer paid a portion of his
neighbour’s claim.

A tradition of
quality beef

Local Beef Direct from the Farm

519.352.5789

We have come a long way since those humble beginnings but our
philosophy has not changed a lot in the years since our inception. We
are a financially secure company that offers not only farm insurance,
but coverage for auto, home, liability, and small business. We still
operate in our local communities and provide our policyholders
with fairly priced products that are relevant to life today. In many
cases we are insuring second and third generations of those same
farming families.
As a member of the Ontario Mutual Insurance Association we share
the knowledge and experience of the 40 other mutual insurance
companies throughout Ontario.

7792 SEVENTH LINE E. | CHATHAM, ON

3

(BLOOMFIELD ROAD & 401)

FRESH | FROZEN | SIDES | QUARTERS | INDIVIDUAL CUTS

LOCAL BEEF
Direct from the farm

LOOKS LIKE ISSUES OF
THE AGMAG CONTINUE TO
“SPROUT UP” IN UNIQUE
DESTINATIONS

4

1 - COSTA RICA
2 - KENAI PENINSULA IN ALASKA
3 - JERUSALEM
4 - CAESAREA, MEDITERRANEAN SEA
Let’s continue to promote our
community to the world by taking along
a copy of this year’s issue where ever you
travel and pass it forward …..
It’s a great way to let everyone know who
we are and what we grow!

Buis Beef, a fourth generation family farm, has been serving their
community since 1939. In addition to a beef cow herd of 350, they
utilize a mixed farming operation of specialty crops (seed corn,
sweet corn, and seed beans) and field crops (commercial corn,
soybeans, and wheat).
Merging traditional farming practice with new technology, they
raise their cattle from “birth to beef” on their own pastures,
combining exercise and diet to enhance flavour and tenderness.
Through diligent attention to herd health, feed ration programs,
rotational grazing, and ultrasound technology, they are able to
ensure a premium quality product without added hormones or
antibiotics. Using various cover crops and vegetable crops they are
able to maximize grazing potential, allowing the animals to graze
and calve in a healthy outdoor environment instead of in barns. This
creates a very sustainable, environmentally friendly, and humanely
raised product sold exclusively in their on farm retail store.
Stop by our store this weekend and enrich your meals with
delicious local farm fresh beef.
Open Thurs and Fri 10-6 Sat 10-2
For more information:

www.buisbeef.ca

The spirit of mutual insurance is woven into the fabric of every community.
It’s the spirit of coming together for the greater good.
While some people may say that spirit’s long gone, we say it never left.

Visit Us today at www.kemutual.com
and discover the mutual difference!

Ask your broker for more information call 1-800-265-5206

H O M E • A U T O • C O M M E R C I A L• FA R M
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OPEN TO CONTRACTORS AND THE PUBLIC!
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Pebbles Gravel & Topsoil Inc.
Paul and Karen Koomans have been the proud
owners/operators of “Pebbles Gravel and Topsoil
Inc.” since September 2012. You can find Pebbles
on the north side of Richmond Street (across from
The Brick) between Bloomfield Road and Keil Drive
in Chatham, located on a great local property which
fits the needs for all the requirements of a gravel &
topsoil business.
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Open to contractors and to the public, Pebbles
fills the local need for sand, gravel, topsoil, stone,
mulch, flagstone, as well as many other landscaping
options for you to choose from for all your outdoor
and gardening projects. They have more than 20
different types of aggregate in their yard which
is perfect for your driveways and landscaping.
NEW THIS YEAR, Pebbles produced the first bulk
pile of UPM winter cold mix in Canada, partnering
with the municipality to ‘fill’ the pot hole need in
Chatham -Kent. Also available in 50 pound bags for
your convenience.

Asphalt & Concrete Recycling

519·352·ROCK (7625)
When it comes to your outdoor
and gardening projects...
you’ll find what you’re looking for at Pebbles!
Pebbles also offers three different sizes of trucks for all your delivery needs. The business
is equipped with a drive on scale for easy measurements of their customer orders and
material can be bought in bulk or by the bag, no order is ever too large or too small!
FREE to drop off, Pebbles accepts concrete and asphalt for recycling, and NEW THIS
YEAR they now also accept compostable yard waste.
In addition to running Pebbles, Karen & Paul have four children and are active members
of the community in which they were both born and raised. Pebbles is a family business
and it won’t be long before some of Paul & Karen’s children will be working alongside
them!

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!

SUMMER HOURS:
Monday to Thursday: 7:00 AM to 6:00 PM
Friday: 7:00 AM to 5:30 PM
Saturday: 8:00 AM to 2:00 PM
Sunday: CLOSED
2 2 | T H E AG M A G

DELIVERY
AVAILABLE

Products available for all
your outdoor projects:
(OPEN TO CONTRACTORS & TO THE PUBLIC)

SAND | GRAVEL | TOPSOIL | FLAGSTONE
LANDSCAPING STONE | UPM COLD MIX | MULCH
AND MORE...
FREE TO DROP - ASPHALT AND CONCRETE FOR RECYCLING & COMPOSTABLE YARD WASTE

Pebbles Gravel & Topsoil is a
member of the Chatham-Kent
Home Builders’ Association

WINTER HOURS:
Monday to Friday: 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM
Saturday/Sunday: CLOSED

www.pebblesgravel.com
955 RICHMOND STREET | CHATHAM, ON
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(ACROSS FROM THE BRICK)

Why wait until harvest...
“Combine” your marketing needs
into one package today!

Let us design your
new website

216 King Street West, Upper | Chatham, ON N7M 1E6
519.397.4444 | info@abstractmarketing.ca

abstractmarketing.ca

